Asthma mortality in California, 1960-1989. Demographic patterns and occupational associations.
We analyzed asthma mortality rates in California during the years 1960 to 1989. Sex- and race-specific rates were stratified by age group (0 to 4, 5 to 34, 35 to 64, and 65+ yr) and for all ages directly standardized to the 1970 U.S. age distribution. Observed and expected asthma deaths were also calculated by occupation for the period 1979 to 1981 among persons aged 16 to 64 yr using data from the California Occupational Mortality Study. Asthma mortality rates were strongly associated with increasing age, but no consistent differences were observed between men and women. Mortality rates among blacks under age 65 yr were two to four times the corresponding rate among whites between 1960 and 1989, but this difference was not observed for those over age 65. Asthma mortality rates were calculated for Hispanics and Asians from 1985 to 1989. In this time period the asthma mortality rate ratios for Hispanics were 0.4 to 0.8 compared with the age-stratified rates among whites, 0.1 to 0.2 times the black rates in age categories under 65, and 0.5 times the rate for blacks ages 65 and above. Asthma mortality rates among Asians under 65 yr of age were similar to rates for whites, but for Asians 65 yr of age and over the rate ratios for males and females compared with whites were 1.8 and 1.1, respectively. A decrease of approximately 50% in asthma mortality occurred from 1960 to 1970, and a marked increase occurred between 1975 and 1989.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)